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Afrects of the tardy but now gensral recognition of our national
needs for wildlite conservation are well demonstreted bty accomplishments of
the Civilian Conservation Corps during the past three years, Robert _echner,
Director of mergency Conservation "ork, pointed out today in a summry of
Federal wildlife activities that have been carried on with CCC help.

.ore than two dozen cawmns assigned to the U. S. Biological Survey, the
Yederal wildlife service, have macde possible the development of a system of
refuges without an equal in any other co ntry, :r. Fechner said. Ctaer
camps assigned to lederal lend-administering agencies have devoted part of
their time to activities for improvine wildlife conditions on national forests,
nationcl parks, Indian reservations, reclamation projects, and grezin: dis-
tricts of ths public domain.

Mr. Fechner quoted a statement by Dr. Irn Ii. Gabrielson, Chiefl of the
Biological curvey., "Since June 30, 1933," said lLir. Babrielson, "The Federsal
Government has acquired more than a million and a half acres for wildlife
refuges. The Biological Survey has been developing these areas to meke them
suitable for the birds and to mmke it possible to administer them efficiently.
The Survey has formulated the progream amd has supefvised the work. The CCC
camps have furnished man-power, '

"The CCC boys have constructed dikes, dams, anc other water-control
struetures to stabilize water levels and store water. Stabilizing the level
of shallow fresh-water areas has permitted the growth of aguatic and other
vegetation that will furnish food for the birds. Jtorage helps to maintain a
continuous supi:ly of water in the drier areas, especially in the important
waterfowl-nesting regions ol the narthwest. The boys have also developed

springs and wells.
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"Vhere food plants for the birds were lacking, the CCC workers have planted
them. They have collected secds and tubers where the plants are abundant and
stored them for planting at the right time. The plantings have also included
shrubs and trees and field crops that are left for the waterfowl and upland game
birds.

"Hesting islands have been built. rences have been erected to protect
wildlife food and cover from destruction by stock. Frosion-control work hes been
carried on to protect dike surfaces, to prevent silting ot waterfowl ponds, and
to protect the ranges of big-game animals,

"All these activities", Dr. Gabrielson explained, "Will take the areas into
betfef habitat for the birds--refuges in fact as well &s in name., Other work
by the CCC camps is directed toward the same end by making it possible for the
refuge supervisors to protect the birds more efficiently. Truck trails, fire
lanes, look-out towers, and service buildings have been nrovided in this part
of the work.

"For the first time in our history," Gebrielson declared, "we have a
national progrom underway that promises a future for our wildlife resources,
and the Civilien Conservation Corps is taking an important part in the work of
this program.”

Wiildlife benefits of "mergency Conservetion 'iork are not limited to those
resulting from the full-time work of the Biological Survey camps, lLir. Iechner
pointed out. Zvery land-esdministering agency to which camps have been assigned
has carried on activities of either direct or indireet benefit to wildlife, More
than 600 camps have carried on such work.

The Forest 3ervice CCC work hes not only improved conditions for the growth

of trees but has also inereased the food or "browse" and cover for wildlife.
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Fire prevention also lessens the danger thet food supplies as well as wildlife
itself will be destroyed by fires. Special studies have been made to orovide
the maximum wildlife benefits along with forest improvements.

The Wational *ark Zervice hes used CCC labor in its work of making the
parks and monuments more attractive and suitable for wildlife. Wildlife technicians
have had an important part in planning all work »rojects in wildlife habitat, and
ir seeing that all the activities contribute as much as possible to a more abundant
wildlife.

Mr. dechner aliso referred to wildlife benefits of CCC work for the Office of
Indian Afteairs, the Division of Grazing, and the Bureau of Reclamation. IZImergency
Conservztion work for the Indian Service has ineluded stocking big game/ and
game birds and the provision of winter shelters. Through its CCC cemps the
Divisicn of Grazing has developed additional water resources for the use of wild
animels on the range, fenced areas for wildlife purposes, removed poisonous plants
from forage grounds, controlled rodents, and made surveys upon which to base range
management plans to take care of not only domestice livestock but also game animals.

in outstending wildlife activity of the Bureau of Reclamation's CCC camps is
the development of a refuge along the shores of the Lake Walcott Reservoir at the
eastern end ol the "!inidoka Jederasl Reclamation Project in southern Idsho. This
refuge is being jointly supervised by the Bureau of Reclamation and the 3Zureau of
Biologieal Survey, and similar projects are being planned for other reservoirs.
Camps assigned to the Reclamation Bureau also have carried on winter-feeding

activities.



